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Master of Arts in Teaching Final Reflection 

Before I retired from a corporate career to pursue an “encore” career in elementary and 

secondary math education, I knew that my lack of pedagogical knowledge and classroom 

experience would limit my ability to be an effective contributor to the field.  I investigated 

programs that would prepare me to teach in public education and in particular, in programs that 

would help me learn how to effectively teach struggling math students.  After ruling out 

alternative certification programs, which lack in-depth education and math pedagogy instruction 

and in Master of Mathematics Education programs, which were mostly the same as my Master of 

Science in Mathematics program and lacked the general education content I needed, I enrolled in 

Texas Woman’s University’s (TWU) Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) program, which most 

closely fit my educational needs. 

Learner-Centered Knowledge and Learner-Centered Professional Development 

From the general education courses, to the math pedagogy courses, to a reading course, I 

focused on how to apply my newly acquired knowledge to most effectively help students who 

struggle to learn mathematics.  In all my assignments, I worked to maximize my learning, 

resulting in near perfect grades.  My efforts resulted in multiple professors asking my permission 

to use my papers as examples for future students.  My reading professor also invited me to 

present my research on how literacy strategies could improve mathematics instruction at TWU’s 

Spicola Conference.  In addition to TWU course work, I have joined educational professional 

organizations and networks such as the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), 

the Association for Texas Professional Educators (ATPE), the Buck Institute of Education (BIE), 

and edWeb.net, in order to take advantage of their additional professional development programs 

and resources for teaching young math students.  My post-retirement journey to becoming a 
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math educator is testament to my strong commitment to professional development and to 

becoming proficient in learner-centered knowledge. 

Learner-Centered Instruction and Equality and Excellence for All Learners 

While working as a computer professional, I was concerned about the reported stagnation 

of math and science skills among our nation’s students when compared to students from other 

countries.  I have since learned that the annual news reports proclaiming the decline of our 

nation’s education system overstates the comparison to other countries since only the United 

States strives to educate every one of its citizens.  However, the failures in our educational 

system are demonstrated each day by the lack of basic math skills in much of our general public 

and with the social acceptance of “not being good at math”.   I have sought to learn how to 

intervene with students in order to circumvent their failures in learning math that result in 

learned helplessness and disinterest in math and science.  My experience student teaching 8th 

grade “on-level” math classes in which most of the students would be classified as “below level” 

has confirmed my belief that rigorous math interventions must occur in elementary grades.  

Many of the 8th grade low-performing math students lack basic skills and math sense that results 

in their reluctance to work outside of class making their learning of 8th grade math concepts even 

more difficult.  Still other on-level students require special education interventions.  Teaching 

students with varying gaps in their foundational math skills and interventions requires me to 

continuously adjust instruction to meet each student’s needs, including incorporating alternate 

strategies to solve problems and providing the necessary scaffolding to bridge their skills.  In an 

effort to provide excellent and learner-centered instruction for all learners, I frequently refer to 

teaching techniques I learned from TWU classroom management, instructional strategies, and 
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math pedagogy courses, NCTM and other publishers’ websites, journals and books, and 

educational networking sites. 

Learner-Centered Communication 

Coming into the field of math education from a corporate career, I bring many 

professional experiences and skills that will serve me well as a learner-centered communicator.  I 

have many years of demonstrated ability to communicate professionally to a variety of audiences 

in order to effectively complete tasks and convey information.  I have also raised two children 

who were educated in public schools and I understand the communication needs of both students 

and parents.  With more districts eliminating the use of paper-based communications in favor of 

web-based technologies, the skills I developed as a computer professional using emerging 

technologies will help me identify and implement the most effective communication tools.  

Online grading systems will allow me to quickly send emails to parents about their student’s 

progress.   Tools such s Remind101, will allow me to send notifications to parents and students 

about assignments.  However, I fully anticipate needing to accommodate students and parents 

who do not have access to technology or the Internet at home.  I will still need to employ 

traditional forms of communication such as paper-based newsletters and telephone calls to meet 

the needs of some students and families.   

Though I have reached the end of my MAT studies, I am reminded daily of how much I 

have yet to learn about being an effective educator, especially with many factors that impact my 

classroom over which I have little or no control.  Many students are burdened with personal and 

family issues that hinder their learning.   The federal government and state legislatures pass laws 

and regulations that though well intentioned, make teaching more difficult.  Lastly, there are 

demands of other curricular and extracurricular activities that take students out of class and 
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distract them from their math studies.  With the firm foundation of knowledge that I have 

acquired over the last two years, the professional development opportunities delivered by many 

educational organizations, and the guidance I will seek from mentor teachers and administrators, 

I will strive to overcome these challenges and so that my students will become successful 

mathematics learners.        

 


