
The Triangular  

  Connecting Students, Parents, and teachers 
  Mrs. Shaw’s 6th Grade Math Classes 

Welcome Class of 2021! 
This is my first year teaching 6th grade 
Math at ABC Middle School.  I hope you 
are ready to learn Math in a fun new way!   
I believe learning is most fun when we see 
how to use our new knowledge and skills in 

real life situations.  Throughout the year, you will be 
investigating and solving interesting problems while 
learning Math at the same time!   

 

What you need to bring to class: 

Everyday, you will need to come to class with at least 
two (2) pencils, an eraser, one red pen, your Math jour-
nal spiral notebook, blank loose-leaf notebook paper, 
your calculator, and a desire to learn.   
 

My website: It’s on there! 

My teacher website is your “go to” place for the infor-
mation you need for my class including your Math as-
signments, study aides, grading policies, and class-
room conduct policies.   
 

A little bit about me… 

I received a Bachelor’s of Science in Math from GA 
Tech and a Master’s of Science in Math from NC State 
University.  After retiring from a career in computers, I 
went back to graduate school for a Master’s of Arts in 
Teaching at Texas Woman’s University so that I could 
learn how best to teach Math to middle and high school 

students.  I live in Southlake with my 
husband Dan and our two cats.  Basil is 
named after a John Cleese character in 
the old BBC comedy 
Fawlty Towers and Neville 
is named after Neville 

Longbottom from Harry Potter.  I have two 
children too!  My daughter Megan is an 
accountant in Dallas and my son Morgan 
is a Senior at the University of Arkansas.   
 
I’m looking forward to getting to know each of you 
much better in the coming weeks!   
   
Mrs. Patty Shaw 
Room 123 
Phone: 817-555-1234 
Email: pshaw@xyzisd.edu 
Website:  http://www.xyzisd.edu/ABCMS/pshaw.htm 

 
Coming up in next week’s Triangular…  

The schedule and descriptions of our planned projects 
for the Fall semester and a volunteer form for parents 
to fill out and send back to me.   

Calling All Parents and Caregivers! 
 
I am honored to be partnering with you to help your child learn 6th 
grade Math. 
 

A new approach to learning Math... 

Your child will be learning Math using an approach called project-
based learning (PBL).  Students will learn new Math knowledge and 
skills as they need them to complete projects that solve real world 
problems.  This approach may be very different from the teaching 
approach used when you were in the 6th grade. It is a very different 
approach from how I learned Math all the way through graduate 
school!  However, it is exactly how I learned new knowledge and 
skills throughout my 30 year career at IBM.  It is a superior ap-
proach to learning because students get engaged in the project 
scenarios and really want to learn the skills they need to complete 
their projects.   
 
In two weeks after we complete knowledge reviews and technology 
education, your child’s first project will be to design a solar disinfect-
ing water system in which they will learn measurement conversions.  

 

Getting involved with your child’s Math education... 

You have many opportunities to partner with me in your child’s 
learning.  First, involve your child in solving the math 

problems you solve every day. For exam-
ple, if you are doubling a recipe or cutting 
it in half, have your child calculate the 
new measurements.  If you are painting a 
room, have your child calculate the 
amount of paint and tape you need.  If you are shop-
ping, have your child compare prices of products or 

calculate a running total to see how close he/she can 
come to the actual bill.  Second, actively participate in 
the projects we are working on in the class.  Maybe you 
have a particular skill or experience that will bring new 
meaning to a project or can help our students create 
their project reports.  I can arrange for you to share 
your knowledge, either live or by video.  Lastly, you can help me 
create fun ways to celebrate the end of each project by donating 
simple mementoes and treats or arranging a special show and tell. 
 

My website: It’s for parents too! 

I update my website frequently with project information, homework 
assignments and their associated study aides.  Please bookmark it 
for easy reference. 
 

Need to talk?  

I will be scheduling conferences with you in October.  However, I 
am happy to meet with you as needed to discuss your child’s pro-
gress.  Conferences are scheduled by appointment during 5th pe-
riod (12:45-1:30) and before and after school.  Call or email me in 
advance to schedule a meeting. 

August 26, 2013 


